
  1B-14 

 
S 
 

SELECT MATERIAL - Suitable native material obtained from roadway cuts or borrow 
areas or other similar material used for subbase roadbed material, shoulder surfacing, 
slope cover or other specific purposes. 
 
SHY LINE OFFSET - A distance beyond which a roadside object will not be perceived as 
a threat by a driver. 
 
SHOULDER - The portion of the roadway contiguous with the traveled way for 
accommodation of stopped vehicles for emergency use and for lateral support of base  
and surface courses. 
 
SLIP RAMP - An angular connection between an expressway and a parallel road. 
 
SOFT CONVERSION - Conversion from one measurement system to another using the 
numerical conversion factor to calculate quantities in a new system. 
 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS - Additions and revisions to the standard and supplemental 
specifications applicable to an individual project. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS - The compilation of provisions and requirements for the performance 
of prescribed work. 
 
 Standard specifications - A book of specifications approved for general 

application and repetitive use. 
 
 Supplemental specifications - Approved additions and revisions to the standard 

specifications for general use. 
 
SPEED - The rate of vehicular movement, generally expressed in miles per hour. 
 
 Average highway speed - The weighted average of the design speeds within a 

highway section. 
 
 Average running speed - For all traffic, or component thereof, the summation of 

distances divided by the summation of running time. 
 
 Design speed - A speed determined for design and correlation of the physical 

features of a highway that influence vehicle operation.  It is the maximum safe 
speed that can be maintained over a specified section of highway when conditions 
are so favorable that the design features of the highway govern. 

 
 Running speed - The speed over a specified section of highway, being the 

distance divided by running time. 




