Foreword



The intent of this revision of the 1990 Public Involvement Policy and Procedures Manual is to update the manual based on current federal and state guidelines.  This includes guidance for the use of two styles of public hearings the “the traditional town hall meeting” and “open forum public hearing”.  

The “traditional town hall meeting” provides and opportunity for the public to review the project plans and discuss with the Departments designers information relevant to the design and development of the project in the open hearing format (commonly known as a pre-hearing plan review).  Then at a predetermined time a formal meeting is called to order and project information is formally presented to the public and public comment is received from those wishing to speak.  

The “open forum public hearing” provides and opportunity for the public to review the project plans and discuss with the Departments designers information relevant to the design and development of the project in the open hearing format traditionally in one-on-one discussions of a projects scope.  


This manual reflects the inclusion of the Department’s current process for determining the appropriate style and type of public meeting for the related project.  A determination of the appropriate style and type will be made by the Chief Engineer or his designated appointee after a review with appropriate VDOT divisions, local and state government entities, and federal agencies.  This review will take into account the general complexity of the project and the anticipated public interest.


It is important to note that the utilization of this publication is limited inasmuch as it represents an interpreted interrelationship of the Federal and State Codes that are pertinent to the development of a user friendly Public Participation process.
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