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Non-breakaway structures should be placed
off Right of Way (RW) or, if on RW, must be
outside of clear zone under VDOT land use permit.

Min Utility Strip
6 ft min with trees
3 ft min w/o trees

Right of Way Width = Width specified for roadway or by 
local ordinance.
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Planting line =
Back of clear 
zone or 3 ft min

Clear Zone Datum
See Table 1.
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FIGURE 10 – SETBACK DETAILS WITH CURB AND GUTTER 

Note: Driveway entrance curbing, regardless of height, shall not be permitted past sidewalks or 
within the area 3 feet behind curb and gutter. 

 

Non-breakaway structures should
be placed off Right of Way (RW) or,
 if on RW, must be outside of clear
zone and under VDOT land use permit.

Clear Zone

. 
Right of Way Width = Width specified for 
roadway or by local ordinance.

Width of Clear Zone varies based on
roadway variables. See Table 2.
No objects over 6 inches permitted
above surface within clear zone 
other than breakaway items. 
(e.g. rural mail boxes 4x4 wood post).
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Travelway 

Clear Zone Datum = 
Edge of Pavement 

Encroachments not permitted past shoulder 
break. For shoulder widths 4 feet or greater, 
headwalls should not be more than 6 inches 
above surface. For shoulders less than  
4 feet in width, headwalls should be flush 
with shoulder surface. 

 

FIGURE 11 – SETBACK DETAILS WITH SHOULDER AND DITCH 

Min. Buffer Strip 
6 ft Min. w / Trees 
3 ft Min. w/o Trees 

  Not to Scale

 
 
Encroachments not permitted past shoulder 
break.    
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