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 Pavement Structure 

 
Hard, all weather pavement surfaces (such as asphalt or concrete)* are preferred over 
those of crushed aggregate, sand, clay, or stabilized earth since these materials provide a 
much lower level of service and require higher maintenance. 

 
 

 Drainage 
 

The recommended minimum pavement cross slope of 2 percent adequately provides for 
drainage.  Sloping in one direction instead of crowning is preferred and usually simplifies 
the drainage and surface construction. A smooth surface is essential to prevent water 
ponding and ice formation. On unpaved shared use paths, particular attention should be 
paid to drainage to avoid erosion. 

 

 Lighting 
 

Lighting for shared use paths is important and should be considered where night usage is 
expected, such as paths serving college students or commuters, and at highway 
intersections.  Lighting should also be considered through underpasses or tunnels, and 
when nighttime security could be an issue. 

 
 Restriction of Motor Vehicle Traffic 

 
Shared use paths may need some form of physical barrier at highway intersections to 
prevent unauthorized motor vehicles from using the facilities. Provisions can be made for 
a lockable, removable (or reclining) barrier post to permit entrance by authorized vehicles. 

 
 Structures 

 
On new structures, the minimum clear width shall be the same as the approach paved 
shared use path, plus the minimum 2 foot wide clear areas on both sides of the path. 
Carrying the clear areas across the structures provides a minimum horizontal shy 
distance from the railing or barrier and it provides needed maneuvering space to avoid 
conflicts with pedestrians and other bicyclists who are stopped on the bridge. Railings, 
fences, or barriers on both sides of a path on a structure shall be a minimum of 54 inches 
(4.5 feet) high.  In situations where the structure crosses a high speed or high volume 
road and objects are subject to being thrown (dangerously) off the structure, it maybe 
desirable to totally enclose the path with fencing. Totally enclosing a path may also be 
desirable in other areas such as a waterway crossing. 

 
When structures require a barrier separation between the travelway and the shared-use 
path see Figure A-5-9 for transition from roadway onto bridge. 
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