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4. The level of service study can indicate where on-street parking will have to be 

eliminated or restricted in order to achieve a desired level of service. 
 

5. When a development in a given area is projected to be phased over a long 
period of time, stage construction should be considered and a level of service 
study used to determine when the various stages must be completed. 

 
3. Narrative 
 
A brief narrative for each chapter of the traffic impact study follows. 
 

 CHAPTER 1.  INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Site and Study Area Boundaries 
Include a brief description of and a map displaying the size of the land parcel, the 
general terrain features, and the location within the jurisdiction and region.  In addition, 
identify the roadways that afford access to the site and are included in the study area.  
The exact limits of the study area should be based on engineering judgment and an 
understanding of the existing traffic conditions in the site vicinity.  In all instances, 
however, the study area limits will be discussed with the applicant and his traffic 
engineer and will be determined by the county and VDOT staff.  The definition of the 
study area should result, subsequent to the initial staff review of a developer's rezoning 
application or preliminary site plan, at which time a traffic impact study will be required.  If 
the project is being completed in phases, describe the total project and the phases.  The 
study should address the appropriate phase. 

 
B. Existing and Proposed Site Uses 

Identify the existing and proposed uses of the site in terms of the various zoning 
categories.  In addition, identify the number and the type of residential units, and type 
and amount of commercial, industrial, or office uses in accordance with ITE trip 
generation categories. 

 
C. Existing and Proposed Nearby Uses 

Include a complete description of the existing land uses in the vicinity of the site, as well 
as their current zoning.  Also state the proposed developments of adjacent land using 
the county's comprehensive land use plan.  This is especially important where large 
tracts of underdeveloped land are in the vicinity of the site and are within a prescribed 
study area. 

 
  




