A-63

Procedural steps for the development of Category 2 projects:*

e VDOT will review the proposed project to validate that the scope and purpose
meets the intent of a RRR project as outlined in this letter.

e Engineering design and analysis will be done to ascertain locations of existing or
potential congestion and safety concerns. This analysis will be conducted with the
following in mind:

(1) Early in the project development phase, VDOT will analyze the proposed

project location to establish the applicable controlling design criteria. Any
existing geometric features that are not brought up to current standards but
meet the design standard during original construction/reconstruction will be
documented by VDOT in the project files and copies sent to FHWA for their
concurrence. The documentation will be in accordance with VDOT’s Road
Design Manual, Section A-4, Guidelines for RRR Projects (or any

subsequent revisions to the guidelines).

(2) The controlling design criteria for Interstate projects are the design criteria

used in the original construction or most recent reconstruction. For example,
if a project was constructed in 1964, the standards in place at that time and
any design exceptions approved at that time would be the allowable design
criteria for the RRR project. This is allowed per AASHTO’s A Policy on
Design Standards Interstate System.

(3) VDOT will provide formal design exceptions only for those instances where

an existing geometric feature is made worse. In these instances, VDOT will
provide the same level of engineering and documentation and follow the
normal steps associated with processing a des ign exception for FHWA
approval. However, every effort will be made to bring these substandard
geometric features to current AASHTO design standards.

e Road Safety Audits will be conducted to identify low cost safety countermeasures
such as Rumble Strips and Rumble Stripes, Median Barriers, Safety Edges, Left
and Right Turn Lanes at Stop-controlled Intersections, Yellow Change Intervals,
Medians and Pedestrian Refuge areas and Walkways and will be included in the
proposed project where they are determined to be cost effective by the project
manager and agreed to by the project team.

e Projects shall have an appropriate environmental document to satisfy NEPA,
generally a P rogrammatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE) prepared by the VDOT
District Environmental Unit.
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