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SECTION A-4-GUIDELINES FOR RRR PROJECTS 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
The objective of the Virginia RRR Guidelines is to provide guidelines in the selection of projects 
where, with minimal improvements, the service life of the existing highway can be extended for 
a fraction of the cost of complete reconstruction. 
 
Resurfacing, restoration, and rehabilitation (RRR) projects primarily involve work on an  
existing roadway surface and/or subsurface.  In addition to extending the service life of the 
roadway, the purpose of RRR projects includes providing additional pavement strength, 
restoring or improving the existing cross section, decreasing noise characteristics, improving 
the ride of the roadway, improving bridges, and enhancing safety through the implementation 
of appropriate safety improvements, bridge improvements and preventive maintenance of 
bridges on appropriate Federal-Aid roadways. Highway Bridge Replacement and 
Rehabilitation Program (HBRRP) Funds may be ut ilized for preventative maintenance (PM) 
for the purpose of system preservation activities on Federal-Aid roadways except for those 
classified as local roads or rural minor collectors.  Routine maintenance remains the 
responsibility of VDOT and/or locality.∗ 
 
Section 309 of the National Highway System Designation Act of 1995 (23 USC 116) states: “A 
preventive maintenance activity shall be eligible for Federal assistance under this title if the 
State demonstrates through the use of a systematic process, such as a Bridge Management 
System, to the satisfaction of the Secretary that the activity is a c ost-effective means of 
extending the useful life of a Federal-Aid highway.” 
 
The scope of a R RR project is influenced by many factors.  F actors include roadside 
conditions, environmental concerns, changing traffic and land use patterns, surface 
deterioration rate, accident rates, funding constraints and scenic/historic areas. 
 
Although RRR type improvements are normally accomplished within the existing right of way, 
the acquisition of additional right of way may be necessary.  Horizontal and vertical alignment 
modifications, when required, are generally minor. 
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