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FIGURE A-2-4  EXAMPLE OF A PARALLEL EMBANKMENT SLOPE DESIGN 

Source: AASHTO Roadside Design Guide, Chapter 3 
 
 
This figure illustrates a recoverable slope followed by a non-recoverable slope.  Since the clear 
zone distance extends onto a non-recoverable slope, the portion of the clear zone distance on 
such a slope may be provided beyond the non-recoverable slope if practical.  This clear runout 
area would then be included in the total recovery area.  The clear runout area may be reduced 
in width based on existing conditions or site investigations.  S uch a v ariable slope typical 
section is often used as a compromise between roadside safety and economics.  By providing a 
relatively flat recovery area immediately adjacent to the roadway, most errant motorists can 
recover before reaching the steeper slope beyond.  The slope break may be liberally rounded 
so an encroaching vehicle does not become airborne.  It is suggested that the steeper slope be 
made as smooth as practical and rounded at the bottom. 
 
  




