








1.7 Provide fugitive dust control:  maintenance staff must wet and/or cover vegetative debris 
 as necessary to control dust emissions during debris transportation and accumulation.  

1.8 Notify City or County Fire Marshall and Virginia Department of Forestry: maintenance 
staff should notify these organizations as a courtesy to prevent false alarm situations. 

1.9 Provide VDEQ notification: Designated District staff shall complete the notification form in 
Attachment 2 and provide to the local VDEQ Regional Office at least 5 business days 
before  commencement of a burn.   

2.0 Burning Requirements: 

2.1 Burn only acceptable vegetative debris: burning is strictly limited to tree cuttings, 
limbs, branches, sticks, twigs, bark, stumps, roots, leaves, shrubs, weeds, grass 
generated within VDOT rights-of-way. 

2.2 Do not burn or use liquid accelerants (e.g. diesel, motor oil, etc.) or other prohibited 
materials (e.g. building debris, treated wood, painted wood, paper, cardboard, 
asphaltic materials, tires, metal, garbage, etc.) to start or maintain burning vegetative 
debris. 

2.3 Do not conduct burning in violation of the 4:00 p.m. Burning Law or in VOC Emission 
Control Area during May, June, July, August, and September (see Attachment 1 
regarding VOC control areas for Regular Burn Sites or check with the district 
environmental section for infrequent burn sites). 

2.4 Do not conduct more than one burn event per 60-day period at each Regular Burn 
Site. 

2.5 Limit burn to 72 hours or less; the burn must be extinguished after that period.  

2.6 Burn only dry materials to minimize smoke. 

2.7 Firefighting equipment must be readily available on-site:  preferably have water 
available or at a minimum CO2 fire extinguishers.  

2.8 Burning must be attended at all times by appropriately trained and qualified VDOT 
or VDOT Contract personnel at all times until the burn is completely extinguished 
(smoldering is not allowed).  

2.9       Burn areas must be extinguished if: 

1) Wind speeds increase to greater than 20 mph; or 

2) An official pollution alert, code red air quality action day, or air quality health 
advisory is declared for the area; or 

3) Nuisance from smoke, a fire hazard, or impairment to visibility on traveled roads 
or airports, occurs.  

3.0 Post-Burn Requirements: 

3.1       Store ash in accordance with the sitting requirements in Table 1 

3.2 Control fugitive dust for ash storage, loading and hauling:  keep ash piles covered 
and/or adequately moist. 

3.3 Use or dispose of ash within 180 days; options include:  

 dispose in permitted landfill  

 use ash as soil amendment or fertilizer  



 use ash for odor control for carcass disposal (material can be spread over top 
of the carcass prior to pickup or burial) 

3.4 Notify VDEQ Regional Office within 1 business day if the burn was not performed or 
burning was performed inconsistent with these BMPs or the terms of initial notification.  

3.5 Document quantity of ash produced:  estimate quantity of ash at 10 lbs ash per cubic 
yard of vegetative debris and write onto the facility copy of the VDEQ notification 
form and maintain on file for two years. 

4.0 References 

1. Joint VDOT/VDEQ Centralized Debris Burning MOU 

2. Attachment 1: Pre-approved Regular Burn Sites 

3. Attachment 2: VDEQ Notification Form 

4. Table 1: Burn Site Siting Criteria  
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