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SECTION 603—SEEDING 
603.01—Description 

This work shall consist of furnishing and applying fertilizer, lime, mulch, and seed in the quantities specified 
for areas designated on the plans or selected by the Engineer. 

603.02—Materials 

(a) Seed shall conform to the requirements of Section 244.02(c).  
(b) Fertilizer shall conform to the requirements of Section 244.02(d).  
(c) Lime shall conform to the requirements of Section 244.02(e).  
(d) Mulch shall conform to the requirements of Section 244.02(g).  

603.03—Procedures 

Unless otherwise specified, seeding operations shall be performed at the times specified in Sections 303.03(b) 
and 602.03(b). Seeding operations shall not be performed when the ground is frozen or when soil or weather 
conditions would prevent proper soil preparation and subsequent operations. When hydroseeding is performed, 
nozzles or sprays shall not be directed toward the ground in a manner that will cause erosion or runoff. The 
Contractor shall notify the Engineer at least 48 hours prior to beginning seeding operations. 

(a) Applying Lime: Lime shall be uniformly applied to areas to be seeded at the rate of 2 tons per acre. 
Any approved method may be used.  

(b) (b) Preparing Soil: After lime is applied, areas to be seeded shall be prepared in accordance with the 
following: Slopes 3:1 or flatter shall be loosened to a depth of approximately 3 inches by disking, 
harrowing, or other approved methods. Loosening of soil on excavated slopes steeper than 3:1 will not 
be required except to eliminate hard or crusted surfaces. Shoulders and embankment slopes steeper 
than 3:1 shall be loosened to a depth of approximately 1 inch. Clods, loose stones, and other foreign 
material larger than 3 inches in any dimension shall be removed and disposed of in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 106.04 or as approved by the Engineer. Gullies, washes, and disturbed 
areas that develop subsequent to final dressing shall be repaired before they are seeded.  
Topsoil, when specified, shall be applied in accordance with the requirements of Section 602. 

(c) Applying Fertilizer: When dry fertilizer is used, it shall be applied uniformly to the seeding areas at 
the time of seeding at the rate of 300 pounds of fertilizer per acre (approximately 45 pounds of 
nitrogen per acre or 1.0 pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet) or as directed by the Engineer. 
Slow release and slowly soluble fertilizer may be applied through a hydraulic seeder except for 
sulfur-coated urea (SCU). The method of application for fertilizer products will be approved by 
the Engineer prior to application of the fertilizer. When applied in liquid form or mixed with 
water, fertilizer shall provide the same value of nutrients per acre as specified for dry fertilizer. 
Fertilizer applied in liquid form shall be constantly agitated during application.  

(d) Applying Seed: Regular seeding shall consist of uniformly applying seed, fertilizer, and mulch on 
prepared areas.  
Overseeding shall consist of applying seed and fertilizer on areas prepared as directed by the Engineer. 
Where temporary seeding is employed as a means of soil stabilization it shall consist of applying 
seed, fertilizer, and mulch in accordance with the rates specified in the plans or in Section 603.03 
to stabilize areas on which grading operations are anticipated to be suspended for durations greater 
than 15 days. Where temporary seeding is required or directed by the Engineer, the cost for 
removal of vegetation once grading operations resume shall be included in the price of seeding. 
For hydroseeding, seed shall be put in the mixture slowly to result in a uniform mixture before 
application. Hydroseeding mixtures shall be constantly agitated from the time of mixing until 
application on the seed bed and used within 8 hours from the beginning of mixing. 
If special seed is required in addition to the regular mixture, it will be furnished by the Department and 
shall be applied with the regular mixture at the Contractor’s expense. 
Leguminous seeds shall be inoculated or treated with approved cultures as specified by the 
manufacturer or directed by the Engineer before they are applied or mixed with other seeds to be 
applied. Seed shall be applied within 24 hours after treatment. When the hydroseeding method is used, 
leguminous seeds shall be treated with 5 times the amount of inoculant recommended by the 
manufacturer. 
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(e) Applying Mulch: Mulch shall be applied in a separate application within 48 hours after completion of 
the seeding operation. When straw or hay mulch is used, it shall be applied on seeded areas at the rate 
of approximately 2 tons per acre. When wood cellulose fiber mulch is used, it shall be uniformly 
applied at the rate of approximately 1,500 pounds net dry weight per acre. Mulch will not be required 
on overseeded areas.  
Straw and hay mulch shall be applied to a uniform thickness in such a manner that not more than 10 
percent of the soil surface will be exposed at the conclusion of the mulching operations. Wet straw or 
wet hay shall not be used. Straw or hay mulch shall be anchored to the seeded surface by spraying 
with wood cellulose fiber mulch at the rate of 750 pounds per acre; spraying with an emulsified 
asphalt at the rate of at least 100 gallons per ton of mulch in a manner that will protect adjacent 
property and pedestrian traffic areas; disking or punching the mulch partially into the soil; using 
approved netting; or using other materials or methods approved by the Engineer. The Contractor may 
use more than one method on the same project. 

603.04—Measurement and Payment 

Lime will be measured in tons and will be paid for at the contract unit price per ton. 
Fertilizer will be measured in tons and will be paid for at the contract unit price per ton. When a grade 
different than that specified in the Contract is used, the tonnage quantity will be adjusted to the grade 
specified. 
Seed will be measured in pounds of seed used and will be paid for at the contract unit price per pound. 
When bags of seed are transferred from project to project, certified scales shall be used for weighing the 
seed. Open bags will not be accepted for use. 
Prices for seed, fertilizer, and lime shall include preparing seed beds; furnishing and applying seed; 
furnishing and applying mulch; and maintaining seeded areas until final acceptance. 
Overseeding will be paid for at the contract unit price per pound of seed. This price shall include preparing 
seedbeds and furnishing and applying seed and additional fertilizer. 
Mulch will not be measured for separate payment. The cost thereof shall be included in the price for seed. 
Payment will be made under: 

Pay Item Pay Unit 

(____) seed Pound 

(____) overseeding Pound  

Fertilizer (Ratio) Ton 

Lime Ton 
 




