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SIGN PLACEMENT

Normal placement of warning signs in urban areas should be 250 feet mini-
mum, in rural areas 750 feet minimum, and on high-speed roads and freeways
1500 feet minimum, in advance of a hazard or condition.

Unless otherwise specified, all vertical and horizontal spacing between signs
in an assembly shall be one inch. Two signs for different purposes shall be
placed not less than 800 feet apart, except in urban areas where a lesser spac-
ing may be necessary. This general rule applies also to signs facing in opposite
directions, which, to minimize distraction, should not be placed immediately
opposite each other on each side of the roadway.

All signs mounted on wood posts and untapered metal posts shall be
mounted at an angle of 93° between the face of the sign and the edge of the
pavement. Where signs are mounted on tapered posts, the face of the sign
shall make an angle of 90° with the edge of the pavement as the taper of the
pole provides vertical angle that will eliminate specular glare. On curves, the
angle of placement should be measured between the face of the sign and a
one hundred foot chord.

PAVEMENT EDGE OR CURB TOP TO SIGN BOTTOM

RURAL: 5’ minimum URBAN: 7”7 minimum to 10” maximum
Height te a secondary sign mounted below another sign may be 1’ less.
PAVEMENT EDGE TO BOTTOM OF EXPRESSWAY SIGN

DIRECTIONAL: 7° minimum SECONDARY: 5’ minimum

Route markers, warning and regulatory signs shall be at least 6 above pave-
ment edge. However, if placed 30° or more from roadway, the sign may be 5’
above pavement edge.

LATERAL PLACEMENT OF SIGNS

RURAL: Not less than 6° from edge of shoulder, or if none, 12’ from edge of
roadway.

URBAN: Not less than 27 from face of curb or never less than I’ when space
is limited.

EXPRESSWAY: 10’ minimum from edge of roadway or unmountable curb.

LARGE GUIDE SIGNS: Preferably 30° minimum, but never less than 10’
from edge of roadway.

ANGLE

Generally, the angle of sign face to pavement edge should be 93° unless other-
wise specified.
OVERHEAD SIGN PLACEMENT

Signs mounted on cantilever or double pole supports shall have a 19" mini-
mum clearance from highest point of roadway to sign bottom, and a mini-
mum clearance of 17°-6” from highest point of roadway to walkway or
luminaire support.

Differences from these specifications will be noted with the individual sign.
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TYPICAL METHOD OF SPEED ZONE SIGNING
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TYPICAL SIGNING OF MOUNTAIN ROAD SECTIONS

Area in which pavement barrier
lines are placed at all sight re-
strictions.
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Mountain road where no pave-
ment barrier lines are placed.

Repeat PASS WITH CARE sign
at 1/2 mile intervals within this

zone.
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Area in which pavement barrier
lines are placed at all sight re-
strictions.
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TYPICAL SIGNING AND MARKING FOR TRANSITIONS ON PRIMARY
URBAN HIGHWAYS FROM TWO-LANE TO FOUR-LANE DIVIDED.

R4-7 24 x 307
wWe-1 307 x 307
Wwe-2 307 x 307
VR-9 247 x 247

T Ow >

Standard ED-1 road edge / {
delineators at 40” spacing. Z

=

'%
NOTE 1. —
For speeds 45 MPH or more, use
the formula:
L=SxW. +i

For speeds 40 MPH or less, use
the formula:

ws?

L=—=
60
L = Length in feet
S = 85th percentile speed
W = Offset in feet

e 250
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TYPICAL SIGNING AND MARKING FOR TRANSITIONS ON PRIMARY
RURAL HIGHWAYS FROM TWO-LANE TO FOUR-LANE DIVIDED.

1HOIH
JOYIN

SONI INYT

d33N |-

A R4-7 487 x 607
B W4-2 487 x48”
C W6-1 487 x48”
D W6-2 487 x 48"
E W9-2 487 x48”
F VR-9 48" x 48"
G VR-10 967 x 48"

100 MIN.

350°

e—————ate—— SEE NOTE 2, ——=}—— SEE NOTE 2.

NOTE 1.
Two VR-10 signs are required,

one facing each direction of travel
and mounted back-to-back. If the
median width is less than 10” use
one R4-7 sign facing traffic
approaching the median.
NOTE 2.
For speeds 45 MPH or less, use the
formula:
L=8SxW.
For speeds 40 MPH or less, use the
formula:

60
L = Length in feet
S = 85th percentile speed
W = Offset in feet
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TYPICAL GUIDE SIGN PLACEMENT ON A SMALL TOWN

PRIMARY SYSTEM
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R1-1 30" x 30"
M3-2 247 x 127
M3-3 24" x 127
M3-4 247 x 12"
M5-1

M6-1

Mé6-3

D2-3B

VG-2A

VG114

VG-15

100’ - 200"
350'- 500’
600' - 800"

The design of Cardinal Direction Message shall be in
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TYPICAL GUIDE SIGN PLACEMENT ON A RURAL PRIMARY SYSTEM
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Appendix 11B-32
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D2-3C
VG-14
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100’ - 200
200 - 500°

czxr

600' - 1,500

NOTE:

30” x 30”
24" x 24"
30” x 24”
24" x 127
24" x 127

400’ - 1,000’

accordance with the MUTCD.
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The design of Cardinal Direction Message shall be in
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TYPICAL REGULATORY AND WARNING SIGN PLACEMENT ON A
DIAMOND INTERCHANGE '

Ul

M_I\ SPEED

PROHIBITED
PEDESTRIANS
BICYCLES
ANIMALS
SELF-PROPELLED
WACHINERY OR
EQUIPMENT

PRIMARY OR SECONDARY ROUTE

”

Ri-1 30" x 307
R2-1 487 x 607
R3-2 247 x 24~
R3-1 307 x 307
R3-9 367 x 24~
R6-1 367 x 127
R9-4a 247 x 24~
W4-1 487 x 48"
W13-2 48" x 607
VR-19 367 x 48" -

507 - 10 _QJ%h
L=250
3507 - 500
1,500°

INTERSTATE ROUTE

i

Note To Designer:

For Signing of Ramp Terminals
See Fig. 14-12 California St'd.
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TYPICAL GUIDE SIGN PLACEMENT ON A DIAMOND INTERCHANGE

' Petersburg 26

Colonial Heights 29
Richmond 49

! (- Emporia

]

PRIMARY OR SECONDARY ROUTE

El-1

E1-5

ES-1a

E6-1

E7

M1-1 24> x 24
M1-1 36" x 367
M2-1

M3-1 24" x12”
M3-1 30" x15”
M3-2 24” x12”
M3-3 247 x 127
M3-4 247 x 127
M5-1

Mé6-1

M6-3

VG-2A

VG-15

VG-16

100’ - 200°

200° - 350°

500°

2,000°

F2ACHIBLOTOZECAR=STIOTMOUANAT >

———

—"" INTERSTATE ROUTE

3

' ;-Sto.ny Creak

NOTE: The design of Cardinal Direction Message shall be in
accordance with the MUTCD.
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TYPICAL REGULATORY AND WARNING SIGN PLACEMENT ON A
CLOVERLEAF INTERCHANGE '

PROUIBITED
—
PEDESTRIANS
BICYCLES
ANIMALS
SELF-PROPELLED
MACHINERY OR
EQUIPMENT

BICYCLES
AKIMALS
SELF-PROPELLED
MACHINERY OR
EQUIPMENT

PROHIBITED
PEOESTRIANS

PRIMARY OR
SECONDARY ROUTE

R1-2 36" x 36" x 36"
R1-2 60 x 60™ x 607
R2-1 48" x 60”

R4-7  See pages 411 & 412.
R9-4a 24" x 247

W4-1 30" x 30"

W4-1 48 x 48"

W13-2 48" x 60"

Wi3-3 24" x 307
VR-19 36" x 48"

1007 - 20Q°

350’ -500°

1,500°

Note To Designer:
Optional See Fig. 14-12
California St'd.

INTERSTATE ROUTE

ZER=—"IQTEC A >
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TYPICAL GUIDE SIGN PLACEMENT ON A CLOVERLEAF INTERCHANGE
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PRIMARY OR
SECONDARY ROUTE
M1-1 247 x
M1-1 367 x
M1-4 24” x
M2-1

M3-1 24~
M3-1 307
M3-3 247
M3-4 24~
MS-2

M6-2 South Hill M
M6-3 |
D2-3C

200° - 300° ¢ C
200° - 350°
500°

2,000 . @
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"B INTERSTATE ROUTE

Emporia- | )
South Hill |

a2 | .
i . Em i
South Hill poria x |

C 4 MILE '

NOTE: The design of Cardinal Direction Message shall be in
accordance with the MUTCD.
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CALIFORNIA STANDARD

TYPICAL REGULATORY SIGNING FOR EXIT RAMP TERMINALS

ENTRANCE T
RAMP (_:z

SEE NOTE 2.

AN\, SEE NOTE 3.
< @

SEE NOTE 2.
SEE NOTE 1.
NOTES: 1. DO NOT ENTER and WRONG WAY assembly shall be mounted
with the bottom of the lower sign 2' above edge of pavement.
2. ONE WAY arrows shall be mounted 3' above edge of
pavement.
3. Located 50' - 100’ from stop bar.



