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In addition, at single-lane roundabouts, motorists are less likely to cut off bicyclists when 
exiting the roundabout.  Therefore, it is important not to select a multi-lane roundabout 
over a Single-lane roundabout in the short term, even when long term traffic volumes 
and LOS suggest a multi-lane roundabout.  However, if a multi-lane roundabout design 
is selected for the long term, it should be striped and signed as a single-lane 
roundabout initially.* 
 

Access Management 
 

For roundabout intersection spacing standards and other intersection spacing 
standards, see Appendix F, Table 2-2 MINIMUM SPACING STANDARDS FOR 
COMMERCIAL ENTRANCES, INTERSECTIONS AND MEDIAN CROSSOVERS 
 

VDOT Policy 

VDOT recognizes that roundabouts are frequently able to address the above safety and 
operational objectives better than other types of intersections in both urban and rural 
environments and on high-speed and low-speed highways. 
   

Therefore, it is VDOT policy that roundabouts be considered when a project includes 
reconstructing or constructing new intersection(s), signalized or unsignalized. As a 
minimum, the roundabout alternative shall be reviewed to determine conceptual project 
impacts including safety, land impacts and construction. If the roundabout appears to be 
a feasible alternative, then a traffic analysis and preliminary layout should be developed 
and analyzed in more detail. In such case the Engineer shall provide an analysis of 
each intersection to determine if a roundabout is a feasible alternative based on site 
constraints, including right-of-way, environmental factors and other design constraints. 
The advantages and disadvantages of constructing a roundabout shall be documented 
for each intersection.  
 

When the analysis shows that a roundabout is a feasible alternative, it is considered the 
Department’s preferred alternative due to the proven substantial safety and operational 
benefits.  
 

Roundabouts should not be considered as a feasible alternative when the following 
criteria exist: 

 Where adequate horizontal and/or vertical approach sight distances cannot be met, 

 When there are signalized intersections close to the proposed roundabout, 

 Where high volume entrances are in close proximity (within 100’) to the outer 
edge of the inscribed diameter, 

 Where left turns are not the predominant turning movement, and  

 When deemed unsuitable due to other engineering factors by the District or Central 
Office Roundabout Review Committee. 

 

When a Roundabout(s) is being considered a simulation video is to be shown at the 
Public Hearing. 
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