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SECTION A-7-"NO PLAN" AND "MINIMUM PLAN" PROJECTS 
 

GENERAL CONCEPTS 
 
Description 
 
The "No Plan" and "Minimum Plan" concept provides for the accomplishment by 
contract of the type improvements that would not require complete and detailed surveys 
and plans, and where the use of modified Specifications would be appropriate.  
Generally, the improvements will consist of widening, grading, draining and stabilizing 
primary and secondary roads with relatively low traffic volumes by using engineering 
judgment. "No Plan" and "Minimum Plan" concepts are to be used only for projects 
where significant reductions in the cost of engineering and construction can be 
experienced by using these concepts to obtain the quality of improvement necessary for 
the particular situation.  To optimize the usefulness of this concept, very careful initial 
study and project selection by the District and Residency staff is required. The Federal 
Highway Administration has concurred with the use of the "No Plan" and "Minimum 
Plan" concept on selected projects with Federal Oversight. 
 
"No Plan" projects are used when no survey, engineering, hydraulic analysis or river 
mechanics studies are needed or when there will be no major structures with "B" or "D" 
designation numbers.  Right of way may be acquired on "No Plan" projects provided it is 
acquired thru donations and no condemnation is required.  A "No Plan" project is an 
assembly of letter size sketches showing the location of the project with a typical cross 
section and estimated quantities. 
 
A "Minimum Plan" project differs in that limited survey is needed to provide the 
information necessary to secure right of way by the Right of Way Division and a profile 
sheet is provided.  In the establishment of such projects, attention should be given to 
determine that the project location and selection is in an area where disruption due to 
construction can be tolerated by the users of that particular roadway for a reasonable 
period of time. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING AND RIGHT OF WAY 
 
All right of way negotiations are to be conducted in accordance with the applicable 
statutes, regulations, policies, and procedures stipulated in the Right of Way Division’s 
Manual of Instructions and related memoranda. 
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